LOWER  SAW  MILL  RIVER  PARKWAY  WIDENING 


As  part  of  a  general  parkway  improvement  program  in  Westchester 
County,  which  was  to  be  financed  through  the  creation  of  the  Westchester 
County  Parkway  Authority,  the  Triborough  Bridge  Authority  agreed  to 
widen  and  improve,  at  its  own  expense,  one  of  the  most  aggravating  traffic 
bottlenecks  in  the  county — the  lower  Saw  Mill  River  Parkway  between 
Yonkers  Avenue  in  Westchester  and  the  Henry  Hudson  Parkway  at  the 
New  York  City  line.  A  bill  to  accomplish  this  program  passed  the  Legislature 
at  the  last  session,  but  was  disapproved  by  the  Governor.  Despite  this  fact, 
the  Triborough  Bridge  Authority,  early  this  summer,  decided  to  go  ahead  with 
the  lower  Saw  Mill  River  Parkway  improvement,  and  this  work  now  has  been 
completed  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $300,000. 

The  lower  Saw  Mill  River  Parkway  from  the  Henry  Hudson  Parkway  at 
the  city  line  to  the  Cross  County  Parkway,  adjacent  to  Yonkers  Avenue  in 
Westchester  County,  was  constructed  in  1933,  four  lanes  in  width,  two  miles 
long,  with  no  center  dividing  strip.  With  the  elimination  of  the  bottlenecks  at 
the  Fleetwood  Viaduct  and  Dunwoodie  Station  on  the  Cross  County  Parkway, 
now  under  construction,  conditions  on  the  lower  Saw  Mill  would  have  been 
intolerable  without  the  prompt  addition  of  two  more  lanes.  The  new  widening 
provides  three  lanes  in  each  direction,  separated  by  a  center  mall,  producing 
the  same  widths  as  on  the  Henry  Hudson  Parkway. 

Construction  of  necessity  had  to  be  carried  on  during  the  summer,  and 
has  caused  some  discomfort  to  the  users  of  this  parkway.  They  are  now  repaid 
for  their  patience  by  the  completion  of  the  new  lanes  which,  with  appropriate 
landscaping,  are  now  open  to  the  public. 
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